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SUBJECT: State Bodi es/ Open Meetings/ Make Avail able On Internet & Provide Wbsite
Address In Witten Notices

SUMVARY

This bill would anend the Bagl ey- Keene Open Meetings Act to provide that a state
body shall provide notice of its neetings, certain findings of special neetings,
and the m nutes from energency neetings on the Internet.

EFFECTI VE DATE

This bill would be effective on January 1, 2000.

LEG SLATI VE H STORY

SB 74, SB 143 (97/98), SB 323 (95/96), SB 95 (93/94)

SPECI FI C FI NDI NGS

Currently, the Bagl ey- Keene Open Meetings Act requires that notice of regul ar
nmeetings of a state body be given to any person who requests the notice in
writing. Notice nust be provided at |east 10 days in advance of the neeting and
i nclude a contact person to obtain additional information regarding the neeting.

In addition, state law requires that the state body provide notice of a special
nmeeting to each nenber of the state body and to any individuals who have
requested notice of the state body’'s neeting. Also, the state body shall inform
the general public by placing the notice in newspapers, on radio and tel evision
and, if capable, on an electronic bulletin board. The notice shall be nade at

| east 48 hours before the tine of the special neeting.

Speci al neetings may only be called where conpliance with the 10-day notice for
meetings of the state body woul d i npose a substantial hardship or where the

i medi ate action is required to protect the public interest. At the comrencenent
of the special neeting, the nenbers of the state body nust vote in open session
to find if substantial hardship or public interest necessitated this neeting of
the state body. Failure to adopt the finding term nates the neeting.

For emergency situations involving matters, upon which pronpt action is necessary
due to the disruption or threatened disruption of public facilities, state | aw
permits a state body to hold an energency neeting w thout conplying with the 10-
day or 48-hour notice requirenments. However, the presiding officer of the state
body nust provide the nedia that have requested notice of neetings of the state
body one-hour notice of the energency neeting.
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This bill would require that notice of a neeting or notice of a special neeting
be provided on the Internet and that the witten notice include the website
address where notices regarding a state body neeting are posted on the Internet.

This bill would elimnate existing | aw regardi ng posting notice of a speci al
meeting on an electronic bulletin board.

This bill would require that a state body’'s finding that the scheduling was
necessitated by substantial hardship or public interest, be placed on the
I nternet.

In addition, this bill would provide that, in the case of an energency neeti ng,
notice would be provided on the Internet as soon as practicable. Also, this
bill would require that the mnutes for an energency neeting be nmade avail abl e on

the Internet for a mninmumof 10 days.

| npl enent ati on Consi der ati ons

I mpl ementing this bill would not significantly inpact the departnment’s
prograns and operations.

FI SCAL | MPACT

Depart nental Costs

This bill would not significantly inmpact the departnent’s costs.

Tax Revenue Esti mate

This bill would not inpact the state’s incone tax revenue.

BOARD POSI TI ON

Pendi ng.



